
BRANDING THE 

BAILEY'S COWS
BY CONNER FINKS PERIOD 4



It was a pretty warm Saturday in Milford, which made 

it a good day for some branding. The Bailey's called us 

the day before and asked us if we wanted to come and 

brand some calves for them. If you do not already 

know, branding is a very important part of 

ranching. During a branding, each calf is given an ear 

mark (to identify which cow is which) a couple of 

vacines, and a brand (to identify which ranch owns the 

cow). However, to adminster all of this you have to 

have the calf roped and stretched out. This is where I 

come in. My grandpa, my dad, a couple friends and I 

had the job of roping the calves. To have to calf 

properley stretched out, two people have to rope the 

calf. One person heads the calf, and the other heels him 

(heeling is when you rope the feet of the calf). That day, 

I was heeling for the majority of the branding. Once 

you have the calf stretched out, the ground crew (the 

people on the ground with the branding iron and the 

vaccines) walk to the calf and do their assigned jobs.

WHAT I DID



SKILLS REQUIRED
To be a roper in a branding, you need the 
following agricultural skills:
ÅThe ability to gather the calves.
ÅThe ability to prepare for the branding. Horse 

should be saddled properly and cinched tight, 
a bit that fits the horse good, ropes should be 
lined out, horse should be warmed up and in 
roping condition.

ÅThe ability to be able to rope SUCCESFULLY, if 
you don't have complete control and 
confidence with your rope then you should not 
be branding.

ÅThe ability to watch for others when roping.
Å If you are roping, you must have the ability to 

hop off your horse and help with the ground 
crew when needed (vaccinations, mugging, ear-
marking, and branding)



PROBLEMS ENCOUNTERED

1. At the start of the branding, there were 3 calves that got out of the 

branding pen and into the field. The solution to this was my dad and I 

going out into the field and roping them and pushing them back in 

through the gate of the branding pen.

2. Not long after the branding started, Buddy Blosser heeled a calf and 

dragged it to the fire. When he got to the fire his horse spooked at 

something and started spinning around which rapped Bud and his horse 

up in the rope. He had to un-dally and duck under the rope to get 

himself out (Lucky he got out without injuring him or his horse)



MONEY SPENT

Items Cost

2 Ropes $40

Horseshoes $100

Roping Gloves $1

Spurs $150

Yellow Rope Horse $15,000



VOLUNTEER WORK (NO MONEY EARNED)

ÅI was roping for the Bailey ranch in Milford California.

ÅThey contacted my family and I the day before the 

branding.

ÅThat day, I was roping (volunteering) for about 4 hours. 

(120 calves)

ÅI volunteered on April 4, 2020

ÅDiana Bailey/ 530 260 3506



HOURS

Å Showed up and unloaded horses at 8:30 and roped till 12:30 
(stayed till 1:30 for lunch)

Å Cows were already gathered

ÅWarmed horse up for 30 minutes (while the iron was getting 
hot and they were getting the vaccines).

Å Stayed on horse for all 4 and half hours of roping

Å Took 30 minutes to take the cows back out the field

Å The last 30 minutes were spent eating lunch.



The branding finished at 1pm on April 4th, 

2020

I showed up at about 8:30 am and roped 

till 12 am. (Stayed till 1 pm for lunch) 

Meaning that I put a total of 4 hours into 

this project.

Completion of my SAE project


